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	Abstract:
This study investigated the impact of Decentralisation by Devolution (D by D) on improving the efficiency of government secondary schools in Simiyu region. Four research objectives guided the study: to determine the effect of decentralisation on improving the internal efficiency of government secondary schools in Simiyu region; to examine the effect of decentralisation on improving school cohorts’ survival rates in government secondary schools in Simiyu region; to examine the effect of decentralisation on improving schools’ national examination Grade Point Average (GPA) scores; and to determine the effect of decentralisation on improving technical efficiency of government secondary schools in Simiyu region. Kurt Lewin’s model of change management theoretical orientations guided this study. The study adopted quantitative research, particularly Time Series Cross-Sectional (TSCS) design to organise the research process. The study used Decentralised Decisions Rating Scales (DDRS) to establish indices of the dimensions of decentralisation. The checklists aided in collecting data on school enrollments and national assessment GPAs to calibrate efficiency indicators and outputs. A simple random sampling strategy helped to establish a sample of 20 secondary schools from Bariadi town and Busega district councils, whereas purposive sampling aided to obtain a sample of 30 participants involving two District Education Officers (DEOs), 13 Heads of Schools (HoS), seven assistant HoS and eight school statisticians. SPSS 25, Stata 15.0, and Smart PLS 4.0 statistical packages aided the estimation of test statistics. Restricted Maximum Likelihood (REML) regression analysis using Kenward and Rogers correction for small sample bias and Data Envelopment Analysis (DEA) aided the estimation of results. The results indicate that fiscal decentralisation indirectly decreased schools’ internal efficiency by 0.2, 0.7 and 0.9 percent due to Socio-Economic Status (SES) of the districts, school background factors and resources-student ratios respectively. On the other hand, the results indicate that decentralisation indirectly increased survival rates by 38.3 percent due to interaction between political decentralisation and school background factors. Moreover, the results indicate that decentralisation had both direct and indirect effects on school GPAs: Administrative decentralisation directly increased school GPAs by 17.8 percent but indirectly increased GPAs by 8.8 and 0.6 percent due to school background factors and SES. Similarly, political decentralisation directly increased school GPAs by 15.3 percent but indirectly increased GPAs by 8.4 and 0.7 percent due to school background factos and SES. Furthermore, the results indicate that decentralisation had both direct and indirect effects on schools’ technical efficiency: Administrative decentralisation directly increased technical efficiency by 0.34 percent, whereas fiscal decentralisation directly decreased technical efficiency by 1.7 percent. Similarly, the results indicate that political decentralisation indirectly increased technical efficiency by 0.4 percent due to school background factors. Therefore, policy makers should devise mechanisms to strengthen decentralisation for authorities at the grassroots level to affect school inadequacies.
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